St. Michael’s Church Shotwick.

May Newsletter 2008

An eventful first quarter.....




Revd Ralph Kemp’s
resignation

Sadly, Revd Kemp decided to
resign at Easter to resume duties a
an educator in environmental
sciences. He will be working in
Chester as a non-stipendiary
minister and will be much missed
in the Parishes of Burton &
Shotwick. As well as coping with a
heavy load of weddings & funerals
over and above normal Church
calendar events, Ralph made
several innovations (Cell Group;
re-instalment of Activity Week for
Children in Burton; firming links
with the Diocese in the Congo;
giving Shotwick another 1662
Prayer Book Service) and we wish
him well for the future.

Meanwhile, the Parishes are in
another interregnum and once
again we are relying on the good
works of our retired Clergy and lay
readers. The Rural Dean Revd.
Gordon Welch together with John
Church, Warden, Burton are being
of great assistance in finding
assistance with services.

Maintenance — Fire proofed!
Essential work has been carried
out in the form of minor tile
repairs and drain cleaning on
the roof. An electrical

inspection has now been
completed. The lightening
conductor has been inspected &
certified, new fire extnguishers
installed & the next inspection
is 2009.

The Annual Church Meeting.
Wednesday 18 April. This was

chaired by the Rural Dean, Gordon
Welch and saw the formal election of
Joan Norman and Jenny Sneddon as
Church Wardens. We also welcomed
Robert Allen and Dorothy Coar onto
the PCC . A sad farewell was said to
Robert McConnell as PCC member
and Warden. Robert was presented
with a locally produced painting of St
Michael’'s and was thanked together
with Diana for their decades of first
class support in so many aspects of life
at St. Michael’'s. Robert & Lavinia
have been a great support & source of
information to the two new Wardens
whose instalment is on May %@t St
Thomas & All Saints, Ellesmere Port..

Organist update

As mentioned in the previous newsletter,
Vic Lown our long-serving organist retired
at Easter and hands over the reins to June
Pickard, who kindly plays when she can at
our monthly All Age Worship. Thank you
June (& Brenda for doing the
‘networking’). There are one or two other
offers in the ‘pipeline’.




All usual services start at 11.30am.

1* Sunday (in the month)|  All Age Worship
(Family Service)
2" Sunday Holy Communion
(Book of Common Worship)
3 Sunday Morning Prayer
(1662 Prayer Book)
4™ Sunday Holy Communion
(1662 Prayer Book)
5™ Sunday Holy Communion
(1662 Prayer Book)

Other dates to note:

June Féte at Burton

Saturday 7" June 2-6 pm
Support is beginning to roll in.
Please contact Jenny Sneddon
beforehand if you have anything
for the stalls as this is a very
important fund raising event for us.

Harvest Festival

Sunday October 12at 3 pm.
Bishop Keith Sinclair, the Bishop
of Birkenhead will be preaching.

Friends of Shotwick

We take this opportunity to thank
the Friends for their continuing
support. You will see from this
edition of the Newsletter that the
year so far has been eventful and
that we are once again dealing with
an interregnum. We are doing all
we can to keep the Church very
much alive & your support is very
much appreciated.




Finances
We have spent about £2000 more
than income in the first quarter of
2008 thanks to essential structural
and electrical work. The PCC have
passed a motion that rather than
dipping into reserves, all non-
essential expenditure has to be
funded via fund raising events. We
are therefore after ideas for raising
£2800 for a sound system. All
ideas/assistance is most welcome.

We are also investigating whether
it is worthwhile to set up a direct
debit facility for planned giving.

Some new innovations

Digital photography almanathis

is being put together be members
of the Wirral Photography group.
They hop to cover regular church
events and to place their work on
the web site
(www.shotwick.org.uk

Film shows

In our bid to make the Church
more of a community resource we
are planning to show some DVD'’s
for Children in the first instance &
under proper license. We will be
borrowing a lap top, a screen and
projector, courtesy of Glen Jones,
Village resident. Glen uses these
facilities with great success in his
Church in Chester.

Environmental Science project

Jenny Sneddon has sourced
equipment from Sciencescdpea
company that manufactures
environmental data logging
equipment for school children. A
year-long investigation of
environmental quality in the
Village is underway and it is hoped
that results will be posted on the
Church web site at regular
intervals.

Bell ringing

The Tower Captain Frank Parry
has now joined us on the PCC and
the team are planning to ring a
quarter peal in honour of a member
who has been ringing for over 40
years, at a Sunday service in the
near future. On®LJuly there will

be ringing at Burton and Shotwick
in celebration of the 30
Anniversary of the establishment
of Voluntary Services Overseas
(VSO).



Harvest Concert
A fund raising treat to be looked
forward to.

Church histories are now
available in Chester tourism office
— one of these days we may get a
‘brown sign’ into the Village off
the A550!

Shotwick Hall — a component of a
Village model (Rafael Jones)

Door keepers

Thank you Jane, Dave & Katie for

opening and locking the Church. It

is AMAZING that every time one

of us goes outside Sundays there is

at least one visitor! Our benefit to
The boiler house. Proposed site of people visiting is incalculable.
church toilet once funds are raised.

Contact details

Mrs Joan Norman (jopn5@yahoo.co.uk)
Dr J. Sneddon. 1 Hall Lane Cottage, Hall Lane, Shotwick CH1
Tel 01244 881 493 Emaénnifer@jennifersneddon.orangehome.co.uk

LAST BUT NOT LEAST OUR WEB SITE www.shotwick.org.uk




