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s c r i b o

WHAT’S THE ROLE OF OUR PARISH CHURCH IN
THIS COMMUNITY TODAY?

In the New Testament, ‘church’ primarily meant the people gathered by
Christ, not the building. Early Christians met in homes, streets, and public
spaces, long before dedicated church buildings became common.

So, when we talk about a parish church today, the building should never be
confused with the Church itself.

At the same time, buildings can still matter because they support and
express the life of the community. A healthy approach might hold both truths
together: the Church is fundamentally a living community of disciples; the
building exists to serve that community and its mission.

Much of real ‘church’ life happens in homes, cafes, schools, care homes,
food banks, workplaces and increasingly in online spaces. But also, in our
friendships and acts of care to one another.

Our parish church building is still, however,
a visible anchor (a suitable metaphor for a
church dedicated to St Nicholas, the patron
saint of sailors) for a dispersed community.
It’s also a testimony to the generations of
people in our community who have
worshipped there and built and maintained
what is a beautiful and to them (and many
of us now) a very special, sacred place.

While the church is indeed the people, not
the building, communities still need physical places where strangers can
gather safely; where continuity is visible; where grief, worship and
celebration can be held and shared publicly.

Philip Hillman
Lay Reader, St Nicholas’ Church



I love to see our village hall once again hosting lots of varied events. But the
church building has a different role – yes, it can,to a degree, host some events,
(subject to the limitations of its layout), but it is also a very different focus for
something many of us only realise we need when we face loss, crisis, or when
we celebrate those starting out in life – infants or young couples. Or when we
need to share our thoughts in prayer, or worship together.

The church building is also where prayer can have a rooted, communal
expression and where the wider community knows it can turn in moments of
need.

A church building must not become the
object of the Church’s mission. It should
remain a tool for the Church’s mission. If the
building helps people encounter God, care,
and belong to one another, serve the
vulnerable, and remain connected across
generations, it is fulfilling its purpose.

As a church, we need to be involved in, and
relevant to our community. Only then can we expect our community to value
both the building and what we do in and outside of it.

VACANCY UPDATE

The advert for a new vicar is now live on the Diocesan website:

https://www.chesterdiocese.org/vacancies-1/part-time-incumbent-b-s

The initial closing date is 31 May and while it is hoped there will  soon be
applicants to interview,  it is important to be realistic about the fact that it may
take time to find the right person.

When she chaired the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, the Rural Dean, the
Rev Vicky Barrett, cautioned that the process may take some time and that
there may be quiet times when there was no news.

The appointment process is now in the hands of the Patron, the Diocese and
the Parish Representatives of Burton and Shotwick who are not allowed to
discuss progress. As a result there will not be any more announcements about
the vacancy until a new vicar is appointed. Please place all those involved in
the vacancy process in your prayers.



www.burtonchurch.org.uk

10:00am  Morning Worship

10:15am  Holy Communion BCP

8:45am  Holy Communion BCP

10:00am  Holy Communion CW
6:30pm  Evensong

www.shotwick.org.uk

11:30am  Morning praise

11:30am  Holy Communion CW

11:30am Morning Prayer BCP

11:30am Holy Communion BCP

11:30am Holy Communion BCP

Church Contacts

burtonchurchpcc@gmail.com
07471 890827

https://www.burtonchurch.org.uk/
https://www.shotwick.org.uk/
mailto:burtonchurch@btinternet.com
mailto:burtonchurchpcc@gmail.com


Burton

Funerals

24 April
Robert Christopher Lunt

15 May
Peter Friend



St Nicholas’
Church
News

We’re flushed with excitement and
bowled over to be able to announce
that in a relatively short time the toilet
at St Nicholas has been transformed
from dark and damp to clean and
warm.

New baby change facilities have been
added, as have wipe clean wall panels.
A rainwater downpipe, which was the
cause of much of the problem, has
been rerouted externally to ensure the
room stays dry.

We are very grateful to the Millwood
Trust for their contribution towards
the project, and to all those who have
contributed to the ‘Spend a Penny’
Fundraiser.

There have been many pledges, but
people have also found creative and
unusual ways to raise money. These
range from converting old currency
to selling alpaca poo to gardeners!



A very successful Coffee Morning was
held in the Sports and Social Club on
14 May raising valuable funds for
Christian Aid.

The event was also supported by
people from churches of different
denominations as part of the Neston
and District Churches Together.

Those attending enjoyed delicious
cake and were pleased to welcome
Bishop Julie Conalty, Bishop of
Birkenhead.

Thank you to all who contributed.

The group meets informally once a
month in one another’s homes for
friendship, mutual support, prayer,
socialising and Bible study.

The next meeting is Tuesday 2 June at
7:30pm, discussing Gifts of the Holy
Spirit. All are very welcome.

lindzandrob@hotmail.co.uk for
details.

Congratulations to Nigel Griffiths on
the completion of his epic 945 mile
walk of 85 walking days over 21
months in aid of foodbanks. The total
raised so far is nearly £25,000.

mailto:lindzandrob@hotmail.co.uk


Junior Church &
Children and Families Work (CFW)

Email sheilad.stnics@gmail.com for more information

St Nic’s Nippers
Preschool.
Mondays at 10:30am in Gladstone Village Hall.

For more information, contact: Valerie Lyon vallyon@btinternet.com

We are a loving organisation open to anyone, and supportive of everyone.
You don’t have to have children, be married, be a woman, or be a churchgoer
to join us. To find out more: Click Here

Upcoming Events

In June the Mothers’ Union will be visiting the Lifeboat Station in Hoylake.
Following the visit  the members will attend a local cafe to have a cup of tea
with cake.

Wednesday 15 July at 2pm

Garden Meeting. This event will be held in Burton Manor Glass House.  Mrs
Caroline Hillman will be doing the catering. Tickets for the event will be £7,
with proceeds going to Mothers’ Union. At the tea a raffle will be held. The
proceeds from the raffle will go to St Nicholas’ Church ’Spend a Penny
Campaign’. Any donations to the raffle will be gratefully accepted.

We meet at least six times a year (normally every other
month) and start with a variety of games and craft activities
all based on a theme or bible story. It often gets a bit
messy! We then have messy worship, where we sing
songs, join in a story and pray.

mailto:sheilad.stnics@gmail.com
mailto:vallyon@btinternet.com
www.mothersunion.org/what-we-do
www.mothersunion.org/what-we-do
www.mothersunion.org/what-we-do


Life events such as baptisms,
marriages and funerals will continue
to be managed through the church’s
normal channels by our parish
administrator and Churchwardens.

Visiting people throughout the
parish who live alone or are
housebound, in care or in hospital
has always been a mainstay of
ministry at St Nicholas’ Church. The
PCC have made arrangements to
ensure that people’s pastoral care
visits and Holy Communion at home
needs are managed properly and
sensitively.

Pastoral Care and Holy Communion
at home will both be coordinated by
John Church and his contact details
are:

0151 336 2228 or 07703 199132
or via email at
john_sue44@hotmail.co.uk

Please don’t assume that someone
else has alerted John about
someone who needs to be visited
as it is important to respond to any
requests on a timely basis.

And, if you visit someone as a friend
and wish to have these visits
coordinated, please contact John.

Pastoral Care Visiting
& Holy Communion at
Home

Holy Communion at Home

In preparation for the vacancy
three Eucharistic ministers were
approved by John Coyne and
endorsed by the Bishop of
Birkenhead, Julie Conalty.

They are: Anne Parsons, Tony
Carter and John Church and they
will be supported by Lay Readers
John Morris-Best and Philip
Hillman.

Collectively they will deliver Holy
Communion at home using bread
and wine that will have been
consecrated by an ordained
minister at a Holy Communion
Service following the appropriate
liturgy.

Bereavement & End of Life
Visiting

Local ordained clergy will normally
be asked to assist under these
circumstances and, if necessary,
further assistance will be sought
from the Rural Dean.

mailto:john_sue44@hotmail.co.uk.
mailto:john_sue44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:john_sue44@hotmail.co.uk.


Planned Giving is absolutely essential to
carrying out the ministry of the Parish. The
ministry that St Nicholas’ Church currently
provides is only possible through the
generous and regular giving by church
members.

The donations the church receives pay for
our vicar, the vicarage, our essential
building and churchyard maintenance,
hospitality, utilities, church cleaning, admin
support, photocopier, and other ‘behind
the scenes’ expenses.

Despite not having a vicar, throughout
2025 and 2026 the PCC has maintained its
full parish share to Chester Diocese (what
we pay for the minister and housing etc.)
which this year amounts to circa £3,100
pcm. We have also maintained donations
to charities that the church has supported
for many years. This has only been possible
by dipping into our small amount of
reserves: reserves that can only be spent
once.

Thank you to those who continue to
support the parish by signing up to planned
giving. If you are not already signed up,
please prayerfully consider making a
regular donation to the church through our
standing order scheme. Our bank details
are:

Account Name St Nicholas Church Burton
Sort Code 20 – 29 – 50
Account number 20773668

Giving and Generosity
Supporting Church Ministry



St Michael’s
Church
News

Email jdrj2009@live.co.uk

Following Bethan Conway’s highly
successful harp evenings at St
Michael’s we are privileged that this
year she will be joined by Charlotte
Thomas, a flute and piccolo player.
Together they are the Hefin Duo.

Bethan is an award winning harpist
based in North Wales and London.
Charlotte is a freelance musician and
teacher with a passion for both flute
and piccolo. Both musicians are held
in very high regard and are
particularly focused on education.

Tickets £15.
Includes light refreshment.
Under 16s free when accompanied
by an adult.

For more information, phone
Rosemary: 07762 605126

Many thanks in advance for
your support.



On 23 April, on a warm, sunny Spring
afternoon, 22 members of the
Thursday Group from Neston Club
and 7 friends of organist Greg Yates
visited St Michael’s to look round the
church and to take part in a variety of
activities.

Greg played the organ as the visitors
arrived and at intervals during the
afternoon. He also talked to people
about how to play the instrument - one
visitor declared that this was the
highlight of his day.

There were demonstrations of bell
ringing combined with an explanation
of the rudiments of this complex art
and a few people tried it out under
supervision.

Six visitors climbed to the top of the
tower and came down full of
enthusiasm for their achievement and
the views of the surrounding
countryside in the sunshine.

Jenny took groups on her ever popular
guided walks round the village to learn
about the history of the small but
historic settlement.

Refreshments, including home made
cakes and biscuits, were available
throughout the afternoon and were
much appreciated. A very enjoyable
and successful event. Thank you to all
the helpers who made it possible.

Archdeacon Mike and Ralph at the
Penetcost service. Apparently, they
have something in common - they
both play the organ in socks! Mike
was very impressed and Ralph really
appreciated accompanying the
congregation.



As we move through another busy and rewarding half term, it is remarkable
to reflect on just how much has been achieved in such a short space of time.
Although this has been a relatively short half term, with the bank holiday
weekend in the middle, we have still managed to pack in a huge range of
memorable experiences and opportunities for our children.

It was lovely to see our parents
and carers represented at the
Online Safety meeting with
Andrew Kevan from Cheshire
Police, hosted at Christ Church.
He delivered some powerful and
thought-provoking messages
about the challenges young
people face online and the
importance of working together
to keep children safe in the
digital world. We are very

grateful for his time and expertise and we hope to welcome him back in the
not-too-distant future.

Mr Orford applied for a library grant earlier in the year, which entitled
the school to some new books and furniture for our library area. It is lovely
to see it taking shape and will hopefully provide the children with further
motivation to read.

Our Year 6 pupils have also impressed us enormously with the mature and
conscientious attitude they have shown during their KS2 test week.
They have approached each day with resilience, determination and positivity
and we are exceptionally proud of the way they have conducted themselves.

Best wishes
From the Bishop Wilson Crew
Follow us on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/BishopWilsonPrimary


Celebrate nature with us on Wednesday 19 August 2026 with lots of
activities for the whole family.

Join us at Ness Botanic Gardens where
we will have lots of activities for the whole
family to enjoy. These will include:

● Bird ringing demonstrations

● Wildlife identification

● Interactive activities with local
wildlife organisations

● Poison Plant activities

● Herbarium craft activity

The event will be running from 10:00am
to 3:00pm. Garden admission applies,
there is no need to book, just turn up.

The fabulous Will Cousins will also be at
Ness that day with his Punch and Judy
and Magic shows.

We look forward to celebrating nature
with you this summer.

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/ness-gardens/

Celebrating Nature
Day is back for 2026

Photos: little family diaries

https://www.bgci.org/our-work/sharing-knowledge-and-resources/bgci-accreditation-scheme/about-the-bgci-accreditation-scheme/bgci-accredited-botanic-gardens/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/ness-gardens/


The garden is a joy with all the
wonderful Spring flowers. The
camellias were/are wonderful
although are now past their best. The
gales and rain playing their part.

There are many varieties of daffodils,
some nameless having been purchased
in bags of mixtures. However smaller
varieties were purchased, namely
Jetfire, double Tête-à-Tête, Minnow
and Thalia (white narcissus which has
multiple flowers on each stem).
Muscari (grape hyacinth) with their
lovely blue flowers and blue Forget-
Me-Not provide a great contrast.

Tulips, Queen Of The Night (dark
purple) and Shirley (cream/mauve)
contrast when planted together. Some
large flowering tulips of various
colours with wavy and frilled petals
have been wonderful.

The sweet peas grew on to be healthy
seedlings and have been planted out
in their special border and large
planter.

The roses have had their early feed
(husband in charge!). However, the
lovely Buff Beauty has died. A
replacement will be purchased. Mrs
Tottering-by-Gently continues to
flourish.

Household chores are on hold whilst
there is so much to do in the garden,
although so much pleasure!

The birds frequenting the garden:
Gold/green finches, chaffinch,
blackbirds, blue/great tits – the latter
inspecting the bird box. Of course,
Robbie Robin and Jenny Wren – seen
scurrying between the pots.

Tasks to be getting on with:
● Sow seeds, prick out seedlings
● Prune Spring-flowering shrubs

after flowering
● Prepare pots/tubs for Summer

planting
● Enjoy the garden

Happy
Gardening!

Muhammad.Abdullah/Magnific.com

Christiane/Pixabay.com

https://www.magnific.com/author/muhammad-abdullah
https://pixabay.com/users/oldiefan-740865/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4809143


Burton Mere is becoming alive with
new life.  Many ducklings and goslings
may be seen, and the first Avocet
Chicks and Lapwing chicks were
reported at the beginning of May.

The large flock of Knot remain, usually
on Centenary Pool, and amongst them
may be found Spotted Redshank, Ruff,
Black-tailed Godwit, and Bar-tailed
Godwit.

Walking along the paths visitors are
entertained by the songs of summer
visitors, including Reed Warbler,
Sedge Warbler, Cetti’s Warbler,
Grasshopper Warbler, Blackcap,
Whitethroat, and Lesser Whitethroat.

Walking along towards Marsh Covert
Hide listen out for the “bubbling” sound
made by the Little Egrets in the
heronry. They are joined there by
Great White Egret and Spoonbills,
we’re hoping for another successful
breeding year and more baby
“Teaspoons”.

J Hewitt

G Murray)

J Hewitt



Apart from the birds many butterflies, beetles, Dragonflies and Damsel
flies add interest, and our Orchids are beginning to show.

We look forward to welcoming all visitors to see everything Burton Mere
Wetlands has to offer as summer approaches.

We have a jam-packed programme of events. For more information and
to book, visit our website:

https://events.rspb.org.uk/deeestuary.

To keep up to date with all news simply look up our public page:

https://www.facebook.com/RSPBBurtonMere

J Rogers
J Hewitt

https://events.rspb.org.uk/deeestuary
https://events.rspb.org.uk/deeestuary
https://www.facebook.com/RSPBBurtonMere
https://www.facebook.com/RSPBBurtonMere


On a cold day in April last year,
Liz filmed with the Gardeners’
World team. The focus was on
the ever beautiful Erythroniums
which are a real credit to Liz and
all who have made Briarfield
what it is over the years.

The episode aired on BBC2 on
10 April, but you can catch up
with Liz on iPlayer.

Gardeners’ World 2026 - Episode 5.





Visit to Fordhall Organic Farm
Jenny Sneddon writes about a visit to Fordhall Farm with two friends on
Tuesday 19 May. Longtime Burton resident Chris Lunt had been on their
board and, as Jenny says, anything Chris was involved with would be
interesting.

“What an uplifting experience. The farm is run as a Community Benefit
Society with 8000 shareholders and is now in its twentieth year. The
Hollins family managed to avoid eviction as tenants by raising  £800,000,
selling £50 shares. Charlotte and her brother Ben both run the farm with a
voluntary Board of 14.

Look after the soil and work with your local
community is their mantra. Arthur Hollins was
a man ahead of his time. Walking round the
farm reminded my friends and me of what
farms were like in the 1960s and 1970s when
we were growing up - plenty of insects,  birds,
cow pats and plant diversity. On 150 acres
they employ 30 people, and they have 100
volunteers.

There are loads of activities but the main
community thread focuses on long term
education programmes for mainstream and
non-mainstream children. Not just here today
and gone tomorrow, but following students
through their high school journey and on to college. There is a butchery
(run by a former school student}, a farm shop with a huge selection, and a
restaurant. Animals are pasture fed and butchered locally. Selling is direct
via the farm shop or via farm catering vans.

The Hollins family hope  their community benefit model will be a template
for other farms. They have acquired a donated farm in Devon where the
owner had nobody to leave it to.

I feel very positive about this initiative and think it the best option for
preserving soil communities and jobs so I will be affording them what
support I can.”

https://www.fordhallfarm.com/


Mobile Library

Puddington from 10:40am to 11:00am
GVH in Burton from 11:10am to 11:50am on the following dates:

Fridays: 19 June - Dates for July not yet available.

Cheshire West & Chester Libraries

Chester Literature Festival

This year’s Chester Literature Festival at Storyhouse continues until
An annual celebration of books, poetry and storytelling with talks,
performances, workshops and more.

For full details of all the events visit: Chester Literature Festival 2026
We’ve also put together a list of books from all the different speakers and
authors – browse the collection here.

Neston Library
Parkgate Road, Neston, CH64 6QE

Telephone: 0151 337 4670

Opening hours

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday: 9am - 5pm

Tuesday and Friday: 9am - 7pm

Saturday: 9.30am - 1pm

https://www.storyhouse.com/chester-literature-festival/
https://cheslive.koha-ptfs.co.uk/cgi-bin/koha/opac-shelves.pl?op=view&shelfnumber=13682&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/libraries


Gladstone Village Hall
Upcoming Events

gladstonevillagehall.org - Facebook - Instagram

https://gladstonevillagehall.org/fundraising
https://gladstonevillagehall.org/
https://www.facebook.com/gladstonevillagehall
https://www.instagram.com/gladstonevillagehall/
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2 Stonebank Drive
Little Neston
CH64 5DP

WIRRAL & CHESTER
CHIMNEY CLEANING

Call  Mr Walker

Bi rd  Guards

Ch imney  Cowls  F i t ted

Same Day  C lean ing  Serv ice
Ava i lab le

C lean l iness  Guaranteed
Brush  & V acuum

mailto:burtonchurchpcc@gmail.com


Open Daily 9.30am to 4.40pm
Chapel House Lane, Puddington

Monday - Tuesday - Wednesday - Thursday
Friday - Saturday - Sunday

Toasties - Sandwiches - Panini - Pizza - Muffins
Barista Coffee - Teas - Cold Drinks - Frappe

Cakes - Cream Teas - Ice Cream
Room Hire - Special Events - Music Evenings

Accessible & Dementia Friendly

For more information Click Here

https://giftcafe.co.uk/


Community &
Local Society Contact Information

The Puddington Society
For information on activities & events please contact puddingtonsociety@gmail.com

Burton & Neston History Society
Church Hall, Parkgate & Neston United Reformed Church,

More information at: https://sites.google.com/site/burtonnestonhistory/home

Burton Bridge Club
Burton Bridge Club meets on Monday evenings at Gladstone Village Hall to play Duplicate Bridge.
Play starts at 7pm. Please arrive by 6.50pm. New members welcome, partners not always required.

For more information, please contact Hazel Huxley
0151 336 2288 or hhuxley336@outlook.com.

BURTON  RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Promoting & protecting the interest of Burton Village. Membership is open to all residents..

burtonresidentsassociation.co.uk

Friends of Hampston’s Well
Friends of Hampston’s Well brings together a community of people who care for and maintain this

ancient site. For more information, please contact the Secretary at
friendsofhampstonswellburton@gmail.com

Friends of Burton Manor Gardens
For more information please contact 0151 336 6154 or email burtonmanorgardens@gmail.com

Gladstone Village Hall
Information and to sign up for the GVH Newsletter

gladstonevillagehall.org

Magazine Administrator sue@suebirch.com

mailto:puddingtonsociety@gmail.com
mailto:puddingtonsociety@gmail.com
mailto:puddingtonsociety@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/site/burtonnestonhistory/home
mailto:hhuxley336@outlook.com
http://burtonresidentsassociation.co.uk
http://burtonresidentsassociation.co.uk
mailto:friendsofhampstonswellburton@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofhampstonswellburton@gmail.com
mailto:burtonmanorgardens@gmail.com
mailto:burtonmanorgardens@gmail.com
https://gladstonevillagehall.org/
https://gladstonevillagehall.org/
mailto:sue@suebirch.com
mailto:puddingtonsociety@gmail.com


The Parish Magazine is published by the PCCs of
St Nicholas’ Church, Burton-in-Wirral
and St Michael’s Church, Shotwick.

Publication is made possible through the contributions and
donations of members of both churches, Friends of St Nicholas’

Church, and Friends of St Michael’s Church, as well as
residents, advertisers and other members of the public.
Neither PCC is responsible for the content or claims of

advertisers nor do they warrant or endorse any such content.
Consequently no warranties or endorsements should be inferred.

The PCCs and editorial team retain the right to edit items
submitted for publication. The editorial team’s decision is final.

Copies of this magazine can be found at
www.burtonchurch.org.uk

www.shotwick.org.uk

This magazine is published bi-monthly, six times a year.

It is distributed to residents in the villages of Burton, Shotwick and Puddington
 and to others.

In addition, the magazine is available on the St Nicholas’ Church and
 St Michael’s Church websites.

To discuss opportunities to advertise here, contact:

burtonchurchpcc@gmail.com

St Nicholas’ Church, Burton-in-Wirral is a Registered Charity No. 1184831.
St Michael’s Church also has charitable status as part of the Church of England.

https://www.burtonchurch.org.uk
www.shotwick.org.uk
mailto:burtonchurchpcc@gmail.com
mailto:burtonchurch@btinternet.com 
mailto:burtonchurchcomms@btinternet.com

